1 DISTRICT RTT0R.'3Y*5 GFFICS 

PARISH 0? ORLEANS 

I. State versus Clay Shav; 

OPENING STATEMENT 

5 ,'^ • . • •• 

^ 5 . 

The State of Louisiana is required by lav/ in all criminal trials 
to make an opening statement to the jury. This statement is merely 
a blueprint of v/hat the State intends to prove. It has no probative 
value and. should not be considered as evidence in the case. 

The defendant, CLAY l. SHAV7, is charged in a bill of indictment v/ith 
having v/illfully and unlawfully conspired with DAVID W. FERRIE, LEE 
HARVEY OSV/ALD and others to murder JOHN F. KENNEDY. 


The crime of criminal conspiracy is defined in the Criminal Code of 
Louisiana as follov/s: 


CRIMINAL CON SPIRACY 

Criminal conspiracy is the agreement or combination of two 
or more persons for the specific purpose of committing any 
crime; provided that an agreement or combination to commit 
a crime shall not amount to a criminal conspiracy unless, 
in addition to such agreem.ent or combination, one or more 
of such parties does an act in furtherance of the object 
of the agreement or combination. ’ * 

As required by the definition .of criminal conspiracy, the State will 
prove the follov/ing overt acts: 

A meeting of LEE HARVEY' OSWALD, DAVID W. FERRIE and 
the defendant, CLAY L. SHAW, in the apartment of 
DAVID W. FERRIE at 3330 Louisiana Avenue Parkv/ay in 
the City of Nev/ Orleans during the month of September, 
1963. • •• . . 


Discussion by OSV-ALD, FERRIE and the defendant, SPIAV7 
of means and methods of execution of the conspiracy 



..I 



particularly, the selection and use of rifles to be. 

, fired from multiple directions simultaneously 

to produce a triangulation of cross fire., establish- 

ij;ig and selecting the means and routes of escape from 
® • 

the assassination scene, determination of procedures 
and the places to be used for some of the principals 
to the conspiracy so as to establish alibis on the 
date of the assassination. 

3. A trip to the Vlest Coast of the United States by CLAY 
L. SHAV7 during the month of November, 1963. 

4. A trip by DAVID W. FERRIE from New OrD.eans, Louisiana 
to Houston, Texas on the day of November 22, 1963. 

5. LEE HARVEY OSV’ALD taking a rifle to the Texas School 
Book Depository in Dallas, Texas on of before November 
22, 1963. 

The Criminal Code defines Murder in the following terms: 

MURDER 

(3.) V7hen the offender has a specific intent to kill or 
to in'flict great bodily harm; 

The evidence will show that in New Orleans, in the Summer of 1963, 
LEE }IARVEY OSV.'ALD v/as engaged in- bi^.arre activities v;hich made it 
appear ostensibly X^hat he v/as connected with a Cuban organization, 
although in fact the evidence indicated that there was no such 
organization in Nev; Orleans. This curious activity began on June 
16th when he distributed ''Fair play for Cuba Comraittee" leaflets 
on the Dumaine Street V.'harf. This distribution took place at the 
.docking site of the United States Aircraft Carrier, the U.S.S. V7ASP. 
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Upon request of tne Ccr.-T.ennihg Officer of the v:A5?/ Officer GIP.OD’ 
PvGvY of the Harbor Police approached OSWALD anci ir.forn.ed him that 
he v.-ould have to stop passing out the leaflets and leave the v.’harf 
area. At this tirae, Officer .RAY confiscated tv;o pieces of the 
literature b.^ing handed out by LEE HARVEY OSWALD. One of these 
v;as a leaflet; yellov.^ in color v/ith black print, entitled "Hands 
Off Cuba'." The body of the leaflet contained an invitation to join 
the Fair Play for Cuba CoaLTiittee in Nev; Orleans. The other item 
taken by Officer R.AY v/as a pamphlet entitled "The Truth About Cuba" 
published by the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, 799 Broadv/ay, New 
York 3, Nev/ York. In conjunction v.'ith Officer RAY's testimony, the 
State will offer into evidence copiers of these two pieces of litera- 
ture , 

The evidence will further show that in June, 1963, 'the defendant, 
CLAY SHAW, was present at a party given in an apartment in the 
French Quarter of this city. Among the guests at the party was 
DAVID FERRIE, a man knov/n as an accomplished airplane pilot. During 
the course of the party, the conversation among a small group of 
those present turned to President JOHN F. KENNEDY. In this group 
\vere DAVID FERRIE and the defendant, CLAY SHAV7. The conrment v.'as 
made that PRESIDENT KENNEDY should be killed and that the job could 
best be done by a rifle. At -this point, the defendant, CLAY SHAW, 
suggested that the man doing the shooting would probably be killed 
before he could make his escape. ..The defendant, after making this 
observation, turned'js^o FFIRRIE and asked if it might not be possible 
to f]y the gunraan from the scene of the shooting to safety. DAVID 
FERRIE replied that this v.'ould be possible. At this point, the 
conversation v;as turned to other subjects. 




in^ i_o 1 j^_, CS.'..*i^D cn zc.-z l£:<6j;roi'iu In ths City or ^Csv.* Ori-rnns. 

The derenciant arrived at the lakefront in a large, black 4-door 
. sedan, and v;as there met by LE3 HARVEY OSVIhLD, v;ho had v.-alked to 
the meeting^point along the lakefront from a westerly direction. 

The defendant and OSWALD had a conversation which lasted approxi- 
mately fifteen minutes. At the conclusion of this conversation, 
the defendant gave OSWALD what appeared to be a roll of money which 
.he irn/nediately placed in his pocket. ’ in shoving the money into his 
pocket, OSWALD dropped several leaflets to the ground. These 
leaflets were yellow in color v/ith black printing and dealt v/ith 
Cuba. The color, contents and size of these leaflets were identical 
with the "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" leaflet taken from OSWALD 
earlier that month on the Dumaine Street Wharf by Harbor Police 
Patrolman GIROD RAY. 


The evidence will t,hov.' ^that on August 9, 1963, LEE HARVEY OSV.'ALD was 
arrested by members of the 2Jew Orleans Police Department as a result 
of his becoming involved in a fight with several Cubans who were pro- 
testing his passing out "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" literature. 
This literature was confiscated by the New Orleans Police Department. 
The State will efrer into evidence three of the seized items, one 
of which is a yellow leaf let ..with black print entitled "Hands Off 
Cuba'." This is the same type of: leaflet taken from OSWALD at the 
Dumaine Street Wharf on June 16,^ 1963, and also the same as the 
leaflet dropped by.^ C>SW.ALD at the lakefront in the latter part of 
June, 1963. The State v.’il.t also introduce the Bureau of Identifi- 
cation photograph tcnkcn of LEE HARVEY OSWiJiD at the time of his 
boo); j nc: , ‘ • 
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! ~ 

fication, he v;as tolci by the defendant, that he (SHAV;) v;as 
International Trade Mart in Nev; Orleans, Louisiana. 


from 


the 


The State v/ili introduce a v/itness v;ho will identify LEE PIARVEY 
OSWALD as the person he talked- to in the Registrar's Office and 
v/ho v/ill also identify the defendant, CLAY SH AV7, and DAVID W. 
fn/RRIE as the tv/o ro.en seated in the blcick Cadillac that brought 
LEFj HARVPJY Oswald to Clinton,- Louisiana. 


The State will also introduce into evidence a photograph of a black 


Cadillac car that the v/itnesses v/ill identify as either the same 
car or one identical to the one that they saw in Clinton that day. 


The evidence will show that in the month of September, 1963, the 
defendant, CLAY SHAW, DAVID FERiaE and LEE HARVEY OSWALD participated 
in a meeting in which plans for the murder of President JOHN F. 
KENN?:dy were discussed and refined. This meeting took place in 
DAVj.D FERRIE's apartment at 3330 Louisiana Avenue Parkv/ay in the 


City of Nev; Orleans. SHAV7 (using the name of CLEM BERTRAND), FERRIE 
and OSWALD (using the first name of LEON), discussed details of the 
conspiracy in i!he presence of PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO, after FERRIE gave 
assurance that RUSSO was all' right. 


The plan brought forth was that the President would be kilD.cd with 
a tr icingulation of cross fire with at least tv/o gunmen, but preferabD.y 
three, shooting at the same time. One of the gunmen, it was indicated 
might have to be sacrificed as a sccipegoat or patsy to allov; the 
other participants time to make their escape. No one indicated to 
OS\i.ALD at the meeting that he was* goi.ng to be the .scapegoat and 


there was no indication of any awareness on his part of such an 
'eventuality. 
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agreed that as part of the plan they v.-ould make sure they 
v/ere t>oe at the scene of the assassination. Their plan for the 
day of the shooting v/as to be engaged in a conspicuous activity 
in the presc^nce of as many people as possible. The defendant, SHAVJ, 
stated he \vOuld go to the West Coast of the United States. FKKRIE, 
not as positive about his alibi, said he thought he might make a 
speech at a college in Hammond, Louisiana. As the State v/ill shov.’, 
SHAW made his way to the West Coast and FE.RRIE, after his long drive 
back from Texas, made his v/ay to Hammond, Louisiana, where he slept, 
not in a hotel room, but on a bed in a college dormitory. 

By a month after the meeting, LEE OSV.'ALD had moved into a rooming 
house in Dallas under an assumed ruirne. By the following month 
when the time for the P.resident's parade arrived, OSW.ALD v.’as on 
the parade route at the Texas School Book Depository, v.’here a job 
had been found for him. By the night of Friday, Noveraber 22nd 
the President was dead, FERUIE was driving through a thunderstorm 
to Houston, Texas and the defendant, SHAW, was out on the West 
Coast. LEE OSW.ALD, however, was in a Dallas jail ending up as 
the scapogoa/l: . 

As to the planning — the conspiracy — our jurisdiction is limited 
to Now Orleans, although we will later offer evidence concerning 
the assassination in Dealey Plaza' in Dallas because it confirms 
the existence of a conspiracy and because it confirms the signifi- 
cance and relevance of the plannihg which occurred in New Orleans. 

It is the position of the Statc_ of Louisiana that, regardless of 
the pov.'cr which might bring about the execution of a President of 
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part OL it, v.'ill be regarded in Louisiana as being above the lav;. 
And so, v/ith DAVID FER.RIE nov; dead and LEB OSV?ALD nov; dead, the 


State is bringing to trial MR. SHAV7 for his role 


as revealed 


by evidence in participating in the conspiracy to murder JOHN 
F. KENNEDY. 


Returning our attention to the cluttered apartment of DAVID FERRIE: 
The evidence v/ill shov/ that PERRY RUSSO had been a fairly close 
friend of DAVID FERRIE for some time prior to the meeting betv/een 
the defendant, FERRIE and LEE HARVEY OSWALD. 


The evidence further v/ill shov; that PERRY RUSSO first met LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD at DAVID FERRIE' s apartment shortly before the principal 
meeting between the named conspirators took place. At this meeting 
0SV7ALD, who was cleaning a bolt-actjon rifle v/ith a telescopic 
sight, v/as introduced to RUSSO by FERIUE as LEON. PERRY RUSSO saw 
LEE HARVEY OSWALD at FERRIE' s apartment at least once after the 
meeting of the conspirators. On thi.s occasion OSWALD appeared to 
be having some difficulty v/ith his v/ife and he gave RUSSO the 

h '' 

D.mprcssion he v;as leaving tov/n. 


RUSSO also had seen the defendant, SHAW, once before the meeting. 
This was at the Nashville Street \7harf at tlie time PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
v/as speaking there in the Spring of 3.962. The defendant, SHAV7, 
al.so wa.s seen by xRUSSO with DAVID FERRIE subsequent to the assassina- 
tion at FERRIE's service station in Jefferson Parish. 

In connection v;ith the testimony^ of PERRY RUSSO, the State v.’ill 
introduce into evidence pictures of the defendant, DAVID FERRIE 
and LEE HARVEY O.SV.ALD, as well a.s pj.ctures of the exterior and 





and other corroborating evidence. 


The evidence »v;ill further sho-v; that the defendant in accordance v;ith 

the plan, and in furtherance of it, did in fact head for the V.'est 

• 

Coast of the -United States ostensibly to make a speech — qn 
November 15, 1963. Ke remained there until after PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S 
asscissinat ion on November 22, 1963, thereby establishing an alibi 
for himself for the day of the shooting. 

The State v/ill offer into evidence a ledger sheet of travel con- 
sultants and testimony which reflects the arrangements made by the 
defendant, SHAV7, to go to the V7est Coast. This travel consultant 
firm -- v/hich in 1963 v;as located in the International Trade Mart — * 
v/as the same firm which arranged for LEE 0SV7ALD to go to Europe, 
from v/hich he went to Russia, several years earlier. 

The State v/ill show that FERRIE drove to Houston on the day of thu 
assassination, departing from New Orleans on the evening of November 
22nd — some hours after the President was killed and tv;o days before 
LEE OSVvALD was killed. FERRIE drove, v/ith two young companions, 
through a severe storm for the ostensible purpose of going ice 
skating in Hofnston. Upon arriving in Houston, FERRIE and his com- 

* t . 

panions v/ent to the V7i.nter3.and Skating Rink where FERRIRI i.oudly and 
repeatedly introduced hi.mself to the manager of the rink. Despite 
the fact that he had driven all -the v/ay from Nev/ Orleans to Houston 
for , the purpose ofV,i.i.ce skciting, DAVID FERRIE never put on any ice 
skates at all. V?hile his young friends skated, FERRIE stood by 
the pubD.ic pay phone cts if waiting for a call. 


The evidence v/ill further show that earlier, after LEE 0SV;7\LD's 
departure from Nev/ Orleans, he took a short trip to Mexico and 



rdo::: at 1026 

... S._==. unasr the fictitious aa.ua of O.K. 

lau-.=r h.^ v.-ant to v.-ork at the Texas School Book 
^ ^ Depository, v,-hich v.-as located at the intersection of, Houston and 
' Streets ...in Dallas, Texas. ’ . 

; ; 

At the Book Depository, BUBLL WESLBY FR.:vbi.br v.-as craploycd in the 
order filling department. fkP.BIKR lived in Irving, Texas, a suburb 
of,D.illas, and was a co-worker of OStALD's. OSK.ALD's wife and baby 
daughter also lived in Irving with HUs. Rdth PAINE, a friend of the 

Oswalds: FR.A2IeR's sister, LINNIE ^D^Y r.^e,d.ALL, was a neighbor of 
MKS , PAIjvte ‘ s in Irving. 

Si.o. os»,u„ h.. i„ O.U.S, h, 

PRAZIEU to rl<te i„ .,,oko„Cs. OSKAM tho„- 

• ftoo ro<lo to I„i„3 „ith Btrm,!, frazibr ovoty Friday except tde oae 
iacadlately prec.dtn, the .,ea,al„,t ip., . OSBALP did dot ,o to see 

hie Wife and d.uyhter on that v,eeA,„d hec.d.e, he said, he ,,as ..vrA- 

on gcj ti i. j ncr K i s i r- >* * o i 

j j.i.j .life a.rivGi s license. However 

nu\.cver, that nexc week OSWALD 

once .rtore broke his ritual with PR.AZIE.H. On Thursday, November 21, 
1S63, LEE PAKVEy OSf.ALP a.hod PRAEIER if he eceld tide to „vi„, 
that night fc|r tjno purpose of picking up so.me curtain rods for his 
apartment. On* Friday morning, November 22,,ig63. BUELL WESLEY 
^hazier drove OSWALD from irving'to the Texas School Book Depository. 
OSWALD had with him a package wrapped in brown wrapping paper. 

When he inquired as to^^its contents', flLAZIER will testify, O.SWALD 
xoplied lhat the pak^ge contained the curtain rods ho had returned 
homo to pick up the night before. ■ FIUvzier will further testify 

that OiR-^ALD told him that he would not be' returning to Irving that 
niglit, Friday, Novcimber 22 , 1963*. 
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Depository 




OSV.ViLD v;as sti.ll c carrying the 

he sav; OSV.'ALD a couple of time 

package again. Around noon of 
% ■ 

steps of thei Texas School Book 


pacxage. FR.AZIBR v;ill testify that 
s that rr.orning, but never suw the 
that day, FR.AZIER went to the front 
Depository to v/atch the presidential 


motorcade which v;as due to pass directly in front of the Book 
Depository as it made its turn off Houston Street onto Elm Street. 
V?hile the raotorcade was passing, FRAZIER heard three shots which 
sounded like they came from the area of the underpass — near the 
grassy knoll -- in front of the President. 


At the conclusion of FRAZIER' s testimony, the State will introduce 
into evidence pictures of a paper sack found in the Texas School 
Book Depository, as well as pictures of Dealey Plaza as it aopeared 
on the day of the assassination. 


Evi.dence w 3 .ll also indica«.te that a bolt-action Mannlicher— Carcano 
rifle v/as found cit the Depository and that, based upon the testimony 
of BUEDIj V.T.SDF.Y FRAZIER, this rifle had been brought there by LEE 
OSV/ALD that morning v/hen he arrived with FRAZIER. 

V7ith regard (.0 the assassination itself, the State will establish 
that on November 22, 1963 ,. President OOHN F, KENNEDY and Governor 
OOHM CONNi\IjLY , v/ho was ridi.ng in the sa.me limousine, were wounded 
as a result. of gunshots fired by^ different guns at different 
locations. Fur thenn.ore , the State will show that PRESIDENT PCENNEDY 
hirriself v;as struck by a nuraber of bullets coming fro.m different 
guns at different locations -- thus shov;ing that n\ore than one 
person v;as .shooting at- the. President. The evidence will show that 
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shotl v.'hich struck hirr. Cc.,~i3 fro.Ti in front of hin, knocking hin. back- 
v;ards in pis car. Once again/ since LKE OSWALD v;as in the Book 
Depository behind the President , this v;ill shov; that a nurrb>er of 

men were shooting and that he v/as, therefore, killed as the result 

% • • • 
of a conspiiVcy. 

The State, in shov/ing th£it a number of guns v;ore fired during the 
assassination of President JOFIN F. KENL^rFDY, v;ill offer, in addition 
to eyev/itnessGs , various photographs and motion pictures of v;hat 
transpired in Dealey Plaza on November 22, 1963. 

First, the State v/ill offer an Smin color motion picture film taken 
by Abraham Zapruder, comorionly knovm as the Zapruder film. This 
film, v/hich has not been shov/n to the public, will clearly show 
you the effect of the shots striking the President. In this connect 
we will also offer slides and photograpns of various individual 
frames of this film. The State v;ill request permission from the 
Court uo allow you, the jury, to viev; this material. Thus, you’ 
v/ill be able to see — in color motion picture -- the President as 
he is being struck by the various bullets and you will be able to 
sec him f all ^backv/ards as the fatal shot strikes him from the 
front — not the- back but the front. 

Also, the State will introduce as evidence certain other photographs 
and motion picture films, taken .during the assassination, as listed 
belov/; tv:, ■ - ■ 

1. The "Moorman picture" v/hich is ci polciroid photogrciph 
tciken by Mary Moorman in’ Dealey Plaza on November 22,. 

1963. In addition to this picture, but in connection 
wi.th i.t, th.e Stcjte v/ill offer varioius blov;~up prints 
of this photograph. 

• ^ 

2. Various photographs taken by Mr. Philip V7illis in 
Dealey Plaza on November 22, 1963. 
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A rr;Otion picture fil.u v.'ith slides c;nd photo^'r aphs taken 
by Mr. John Marti i\ o h 2\ o v e r.:b e r 22, 1963. 


The State will qualify ROBERT H. Vi'SST, the County Land Surveyor for 
s 

Dallas County^, Texas, as a licensed re<^istered public surveyor, and 
thus competent to testify as a;n expert as to the geographical aspects 
of Dccxley Plazci, Dallcis, Texc'»s. In conjunction v/ith the testimony 
of MR, V?SST , the State wi3.1 offer into evidence a certified survey, 
an cier ial . photograph cind a mock-up model of Dealey Plazci. 

The State will also quaJ.ify DR. R013ERT SRV.*7 as an expert in the 
field of medicine, and in connection v;ith this testimony we will 
offer X-rays and medical records concerning GOVERNOR CONNALLY's 
v/ounds cind treatment at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, Texas. 

The State v/ill qualify and offer the testimony of DR. JOHN NICflOLS, 
a medical expert in the field of forensic medicine and pathology. 

•In connection v/ith his testimony the State will offer certain 
exhibits and photographs into evidence. 

Furthermore, during the presentauion of this case, the State v/ill 
qualify and offer the testimony of Special Agent ROBERT A. FPJ\ZIER 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation as an expert in the field 
of ballistics. Special Agent LYNDAL SHAMEYFELT , who is a photo- 
graphic expert v/ith the Federal Bureau of Investigation, v/ill be 
qualified and wil3. testify. 

The State also will presciit eyev/itness testimony, corroborating 
v/hat is shov.Ti in the Zapruder film: thc'it. the President's fatal 

shot Wcis rccei.ved from the front and that he v/as? thrown backward — 

* * ^ 

not forward -- from the force of this fatal shot. The eyewitness 




lor.o incilvidu?.! i)shincl hir.\ duu b,s the irssult. oil s consoir^c^- to 


kill him. 


■ <> . A, 

V7e will then shc|/.that a few minutes after the shooting LEE OSVJALD 
came running dov;n the grass in front of the Book Deposi.tory, that 
he climbeci into a station v;agon v;ith another man at the v/heel and 
that ''this station v/agon pulled away and disappea.rcd into the traffj.c 
on Elm Street. 

The evidence v/ill further shov; that shortly after the assassination 
of PRESIDENT KENNEDY I on November 25, 1963, agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation interviev;ed DEAN A. ANDREWS, JR. in his 
room at Hotel Dieu Hospital in Nev/ Oilcans. As a result of this 
interview with DEAN ANDREV7S , a local attorney, the Bureau began a 
systematic and thorough search for a "CLAY BERTPJ^ND" . 


A man v/ho identified himself as "CLAY BERTPvAND" called ANDREWS the 
day after the President's assassination requesting him to defend 
LEE HARVEY 0SV7ALD, who by then had been formally chc\rged v;ith the 
murder of JOHN F. KENNEDY. The State will introduce evidence in 
the course of tllis case showing that the defendant, CLAY SHAW,, and 
the "CLAY BERTRi'vND" v.'ho called DEAN ANDREV7S on behalf of LP.iE HARVEY 
•0SV7ALD, are one cind the same person. 


The evidence v;il3. further 

X.s 


show that sometime during 


the 


year 1966 


the ’defendant, cr.AY SHAW, requested the 
mail addressed to him at his residence 
ldl4 Chartres Street, the. residence of 
BIDDISOM. This change of address order 


U.S. Post Office to deliver 
at 1313 Dauphine Street to. 
a long-time friend, JEFF 
was terminated on September 


21, 1966. 


During the; period that the change of address remained 
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in u^_- 2 cL, the U.S. Post Oizice letter cer^i=>r- 2 -.- 
delivered at least five letters to 1414 Chartres Street addressed 
to BSKTR.J.KD", the nane used by the defendant at the meeting 

between hi:r-.self, DAVID FSRI-aB and LEE ItARVEY OSWALD in FERRIe-s 
apartment i|i mid-Soptember, 1963. None of the letters addressed 
to "CLK-I BERimND" were ever returned to the postal authorities 
for any reason. The period during which these letters addressed 
to "CLEM B.ERT.R.a.ND" were delivered to 1414 Chartres Street preceded 
by at least six months the publication of the fact that the Orleans 
Parish District Attorney's office was investigating the assassina- 
tion of President JOHN F. KENNEDY. In fact, it preceded the start 
of the investigation by the District Attorney's Office, m 
connection with this evidence, the state will offer into evidence 
•the U.S. Post Office forms reflecting the change of address initiated 
by the defendant and testimony showing the delivery to that address 
of mail addressed to "CLEM BEKTR>\MD" . 


It wili be .shown that in December, 1966, the defendant, CLAY SHA'.i, 
visited the V.I.P. Room of one of the airlines at Moisant Airport 
and that, while. there, he signed the guest register in the name of 
CLAY LL.silvrusp . Eyev.'itness testimony will be presented and the 
guest book which'he signed will be introduced into evidence. 

The state of Louisiana will ask you to return a verdict of guilty 
<is charged cigainst the defendant,.. CIAY SHAV7. 


